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n.w i i j ii ui.-uii- iuf examines mjfontptltits 111 the nnov nml lolls
I Franklin, an old acquaintance of

Him iii-n- muni in lilt-ill-
, Jlt'lie'll I"

,' " "" niiri'i 1,11,1
the trnr.lcr.
'IlAl'Tfclt tV-C- ol. Franklin Is a urlt-n- t

l.itt.ter, lilt L says ho Is unable to
Ive t'li' mystery.
Ml Al'TMt V, At roroncr's Inquest

,pi s v ii eviuenre auitiiisi
r'n rt Wrliili' Is submitted anil tho
. i imi c iiiiii im mi miirui'i.
VIAl'TiJlt VI Warde ifnes to He-
rns alstor, M.tlam. who believes lilin
inrrnt. nml fells bee hn will iln nil In

power to Hear her In other. Col.
anUlln Kays hi tiu,ik n stir.nir ease
s been made Herbert. j

SVMII'MS.
II.M jr.li i iioruori 11 1'lKlll Tncs UJ

ii f .if i il!c- i f Nlltts In grr.it imitation
(1 tells him of IiIk discovery of tin- mar-
red hiuly of Ills father, .lolin T Wright,
wealthy roiinn knuj, from when ho
s been estl HtiRpd, In the Hayou mills
,ir the town The chief rihistinns Hu-
rt, whose answers enuc former to
spec! him of the crime. The chief, with
reporter, Irving Wardt, rocs In scone
murner

-- HAl'THn II. Thev llnd body and ex.
line surroundings but fall to discover
y reliable elue.
'HAPTKn VII An ntfemnt Is made to
Isnn Herbert 111 J'lll. Wutde deducts
at he has a shrewd person to contend
th it hi Is trying to prove the eliU',e
murtior apam.ti trie ieau man s son,
which he Is cvldmtly suceei dltiR

'HAPTEN Vttl.-W.t- rde Is lured to a
out tr, ii u lil a rrcnl tttirl an iilti.miil muila
murder him. but he Is saved by l'"cn--

a detective
'HAPTKU IX. When Mrs. Wright's
iver. .Mr Kvcrett. comes to sell e n
e dead man s est.ite It Is karnid that
though he was known to have been a
ry wealthy man at one time Utile
i perty or money enn he found, and no
tlsfuetory explanation of Its dlsappear- -

nTed for hi- - activity In the case,
owIiik un'lmlied Inlliunce behind tho
rt murderer

HAPTLK X.- - Wardus Interest In the
so Is not altogether for Herbert's sake,
i iici'iuiM ii mtM mill mini ii li nil it's
see l nnin. n Ml their aoiinnlntanoe

s era dun' v ripened Into somctliinir
longer than frit nilshlp.

Ixr.
Some time after New Year's Nllus
is I n i entertaining nn eastern oap-ili- st

liy the name of Frederick
. Inst, wliv it did sn nerlimw

Ins would have been pti.zled to ev- -
: j i .. 1....1 i

lied; for nobody seemed to know
object of his visit or in what way

. 1 . - - . . . i .11..' t, .- "o
e nrosneets of the citv. I!ut Xilus

.. nn. ...,.;,..i i., ,.... ..e i... ..:i,4-
i "I -'

induced to take up tin important
ilroad nroiect that had been uhaii- -

in ri ooen nn a sn i new Torri- -
.... . it. . t.... t i

was lookintr for a place to estab- -
li hill nnf.'ii'ltlnn! ,if Miinr, null
lus had n wll-deflnc- d idea that
til out manufactures she could

l.. I.. l.n ,n ..I..iuiir i ' ' in I i ,1 I nt. ijiii,
mtever Mr. Merii ale's nroieets werei .i

kept tliein larq-el- to himself.
.. M .1.. - l.i

ve been in his entil'denco; the asitl- -
ti rtt I inn. nllfinliiinc In him F.,- -

reri i nis loea: n noiiiinf l ei n it
it inti lio ti'inftrc n, nonl tl,, f',ni
at Mr Merilale had been onter- -

incd by the cl.ibs and bnnqiieted
some of the business men.

.Merit a IP was the sensation of the

ry tnai citinp; anout nun aoueci to
e lineiesi vnihcii his isii llilil ex- -

ifil.
i i,,.a ni.cni,.tAi.. ...!.:....mi ir ii iiiiiiiiii

terestinp; in the man's personality
At... -

i jn mi- - mil iiihi in- -
jii-- i nn etj no

m ifi ii mi is in llilil. i ii: I

unintclliKililc seldom fails to awak- -

i an interest, and it was so with
t'tieiicK .iieriMiie. in an icaranci1

w ns. anythiiifr but remarkable. He

i, ., i..t, i i i
! II' " 1,1 I I III' ' I I' ll I l, ,

ished face, and spar-- e hair on tint
... r i.i, i..i nr. ..nn.. .:..i. twi in; lit--

, lit. i ijf--
.

(t 'ii'iii irii ii I w ii

inn was inrieii wnri trreai pre- -
-- 'iill JUS lllil It ilt'i S lYI'If lllt't 11(11.

mn no uiu tnc nucuiion was uoi.
irtliful.
lvoiilp knett that thi man had
i(lr a Errrat deal of monev. but thev

. t i.. i ii -i infill., ill (I inert w.is no iv v in
'termine lie process of hi thoughts
uiu in eoiitersai cm. v t'n w.'is orv

piirchnienl Meritale had wry lit- -

n f s!l Iltld it'lifit bo itiil ft ttnu- - ' " " "",l
4 .. . I. - ........I . .'i mull! 1 nn in lie ri u culler lor lis.

I I" .......
ut tthalevrr rnny Have been his de- -
en neies in t he contersat lonnl line.
lere could be no doubt Hint lie was

gourmet of marked ability, and
nit lie ffiivc in - tailor carte blanche.
icri ilntni eif hiu tcllnt ...it..,- -
,11.. , I.I.. I I i.i i

i

hristendnni
Nibih knew there was somothintr

.Merita e. etcn I loll" h she ennld
m ii. ne nan neon
...ii i. t.. ...... ii , . .ii",, n i" ciih-i-(i- iiiiii si reel preilv

ard scleral tbu s to his ,mn ))r,,ii"
nd plory. and il N hardlt necessary
o say x run tue mini Him j. H1(,.

osscssch a charm for II le elirimiu
l.'.t rt n , , tii tii, ..... ,

111 I '( III' l ' i i " l ' ll nil l - in II en M (I

(I t I',
Naturally, Irtine; Wardc, as a tvide- -

tvake new.spaiei' man, was interested
finding out t ho object of Mcritale's

isit, and soon after his arrival so-

ured nn iiitroduclion. As a member
I . ..I 41... I.....U.W. ..P .1. .ntfijii; ill lilt- - i'iiiiiiil: ill lint
it t, . he contrived to see a frreat deal
if Meritale, and tlioutfli lie madn
ever.'il adroit attempts to learn from
dm the business which brought him
0 thn city, he found liiniself ballleil

etciy point by thai apparently
enso and unsuspecliiiic person, Thi'n
ie turned his attention to the rich
otton men who were most frcipiently
n Mcritale's Mieiely, but they wcro
tidently as much in the dark as
rvinj;, although they assiimod an nir
if ..,t,niVKteri. . mill...... (,hriilnnitml. , . ,,.,, to, lwi InIM fl,u,
........ I I ... I .... . . , . .ju.oi. inuiir was noi (leccitcii ny
hit nhotv of mystery, liotvctcr, and

dropped his invest jffiitlons in this
ine.
There tins one person In the eltv

7

KcUokb HciMDaucr Co.

upon whom Meritale called frequent-
ly, nlld this war. Col. .latuey r'rnnkllti.
As has alrcad.t Icen intlinaled in thin
story. Col. 1'ranklin was a man who
dabbled in a great many enterprises,
but he had considerable reputation mi
n chancery lawyer. He was a man
whom it miis worth while to consult
about teal estate Intcbttnents, quc.s

tions intuiting titles and intricate it,
sues counecleii with ihc set I If nietil ol
estate ami Hie riyhts of ownership
I'lequcnt coiisullntions with I'raliklii
could only be explained on the (rouni
that business of considerable import-- :

ance was coutemiilatcd, busltipss ro
quiring t lit scniccs of an astute law-
yer. Warde knew that it would be
useless to try lo elicit any iuforma-- '
tion from Franklin, but llillsman
Jnight be induced to become garrul-- I

oils and toll tvhat he knew. The
coloncrs clerk tt.is a person to keep
his ears open, and who had an inordi-
nate tondness for gossip. Dissipated
and unscrupulous, he hud a certain
natural running which had developed
in him the peculiar mania of collect-
ing all the discreditable things hit
could find against those with whom
he was acquainted or likely to come
in contact. If he could secure tin:
evidence of anything crooked in the
life of an apparently respectable man,
something that had been hushed up
or forgotten, he ttas as happy as a
stamp collector or an autograph fiend
oter a fresh find. A clipping from an
old newspaper narrating a long-forgott-

scandal in the life of some
prominent ollicer or rcspivted citizen,
a letter in which some finienlly proper
person had "giten himself away," a
copy of a paper which was never in-

tended to see the light of day, a
gambling I. O. V. that had never been
paid, or the notes in the suppressed
ditoree case were objects as valu-
able in Ilillsman's eyes as rare bric-a-bra- c

to a virtuoso. He first began
this collection with the idea that per-hap- t,

sonic day he might need these
odd bits of information for Ids own

and if any of the peo-
ple on his list undertook to impose
on him or to hold him lo account for
any of his tngaries or irregularities,
why, he had the edge on thrni. No
one knew anything of Ilillsman's
strange collection, but people did
know that he had a wonderfully in-

quiring mind, and a memory of other
men's lapses and peccadillos which
was both appalling and embarrassing.

Wardr at first .surmised that the
consultations between Meritale and
Franklin had not taken place in the
latter" orliro without Ilillsman's
learning something of them, and so
he began quietly to cultivate that
Individual's society.

The clerk did not prove very com-
municative, and Wardc came lo thn
conclusion that it was because he
knew but little. Ilillsman's idea was
that a big land purchase of some
kind was in contemplation, but for
what purpose he could not say.

While Warde was still hoping that
he would be able to learn something
from this source, Hill' man wh- - dis-

charged from Col. Franklin's employ-
ment on the ground of too frequent
drunkenness, and becaii.--e he had col-

lected a considerable sum of money
for his employer and while under the
the inlluence of liquor had gambled it
aunt. When Warde heard this In;
abandoned any hope of geriing nnv
trustworthy information from llills-ni- a

n.

I'ut a singular thinir happened that
tery night. Wa file's habit was to
take n light lunch about midnight,
anil he usually got it at a restaurant
which was then a great report in the
city. This hostelry kept open all
night, and sold eterything in Ihe 1'me
ol liquors and food, from a glass of
beer to a crisply cooked pompano.
There tins scarcely an hour of the
night when il ttas not tilled with
gue.ts. It was a great rende.vous
for actor- - and persons tvho had been
to the theater. lie fast young men
about town and the gentlemen gam-
blers made it their midnight nieeting-plac- e.

Here well-know- n nnliticinn
who had been at work under cover
of darkness usually topped otf their
labors tilth a p'nte of oysters or a
bottle of champagne. The place was
always cheerful ami uniting, and gate
c bright hide to the night life of the
city.

When Warde entered nearly all the
tables were occupied by the guests.
In a distant corner, however, lie haw
llillsman sitting alone.

The clerk saw htm at the same time
and rather hilariously beckoned to
him. irting accordingly seated him
self at llillsmaii's table. Ilv soon d

thai llillsman was in a weav-
ing way: his face was Hushed, his
eye had an artificial lustre, and it
was evident that he had imbibed not
wisely, but too much, lie was in a
maudlin good humor. He had been
"fired" that morning, and he was
plad of it. lie had a sense of relief,
which he easily persuaded himself
ttas delightful. There was really
some fur in getting fired, and he wa- -

determined to celebrate in a thorough
and painstaVing manner. And so witli
malice aforethought he was rapidly
approaching a state of complete, al-

coholic Nirtann.
He hail welcomed Warde effusively

and told him recklessly to order tvhat
he wanted, The invitation was

and, as he was hungry nnd
through work for the night, he or-

dered a substantial supper, While
they wete waiting, llillsman insisted
on their taking a drink together, and
the liquor it as soon forthcoming.

"I suppose you heard about my be-

ing llred by the governor this morn-
ing," said llillsman, tossing off a large
drink of whisky.

"Yes," said Warde, "what was thn
mutter'.'"

"Why, he complained about my
rirlnkiug, and neeiu,cd me of getting
drunk. I told III in pretty plain lint f

didn't see any rc.iibou why he should
do the entire' drinking for the. olllci."
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"What did he say to 1 mil V"

"Why, he cussed me, but leinmn tell
you, Irv Warde, Just between you and
me, (he goternor made a big mistake
when lie cussed me and fired tne out.
1 know a blamed night more than he
gives me credit for. I'll make him
knuckle to me yet: jusl puf that in
your note book nud write Iter up in
big type. I've got something in tnj
pocket heTe." tapping his breast,
"which Col. Franklin would like tf
have, lie don't, know I've got it
either."

Irving's curiosity was now aroused
and lie made tip his mind lo find out
what it was thnt Hlllsmnn had. Ills
thoughts wavered between the
Wright case nnd the mysterious Mer-
itale, and he feit intuitively that the
paper to which llillsman referred hnd
some connection with tho matter in
which he was deeply interested. It
was easy to see that the clerk would
in the course of an hour or two be
densely intoxicated, and Warde. con-
cluded that he would cling to him and
wrest flic secret from hiin if it took
all night. He accordingly called for
another round, and they ate. and
talked and drank so freely 1 lint
Wnrde himself gave every evidence
of being Intoxicated. It was two
o'clock when they arose, from the ta-

ble and settled their score. Then Irv-
ing, rather uncertainly, but witli com-
mendable firmness, assisted his more
unbalanced companion out, and they
locked arms with the intention of go-

ing to Ilillsman's room. On the way
they became very affectionate and
confidential, and Wnrde in broken ac-

cents, sworn that Franklin hnd treat-
ed itillsman like a brute.

"Tlilsh paper Ml fix him," said llills-
man thickly.

'What paper?" said Irting. no less
thickly.

"Thish paper in my pocket. I bet
he'll glte me $5,000 for it."

"Hope you'll make him pay every
cent of It."

"Pec here, Irv, you're my fren,' ain't
you? Well, now, I want you to look
over this paper, and tell me how much
to nsk for it. Look at it when you'sh
shober."

He handed the coveted paper over
to Warde, who placed it with drunken
deliberation in his inside pocket and
then buttoned up his coat.

They pursued their zigzag way up
the street until they were suddenly
stopped by a dark, stalwart man in a
heaty cloak. It was Col. Franklin.

"You're the very man I want to
see," said Franklin roughly.

"Hello, Colonel, how are you?" said
Frank, gayly.

"Colonel who'.'" said Iriing. "Oh,
yerh; it's Col. Frank llenjamin. Lcsh
all go and take a drink."

"You're both drunk enough, now,"
said the colonel sharply, "and I refive
to participate in your beastly revels.
Hut I want to see this drunkard
here," indicating Frank, "if you can
spare hiin."

"All right." And Irving leaned heav-
ily, but gratefully, against the door
of a store, while Franklin rather
loudly demanded of Hillsman:

"What have you done with the pa-

per Morris gave you for me?"
"Whut paper, colonel?" said Frank,

obered and frightened at the sudden-
ness of the question.

"You know what paper T mean. I
have heard from him to-da- y by letter
from China, and he writes me thnt he
gate the paper to you, and I propose
to have it!"

Irting broke in here: "Come, gen-
tlemen, don't quarrel here. I.esh all
have a friendly drink."

"Oh, go to grass!" said the colonel
angrily.

"Colonel, I won't do it," said Irving
with dignity. "I've got to take Frank
home."

"Never mind Frank. I'll take him
home. You've got a big enough job
to take yourself home."

"All right. Colonel. I'll hold you
personally responsible when you to-

iler up. Condby. I'll see you later."
And he reeled away, leaving Frank

and the colonel to fight it out. As
soon as he reached a cross street he
turned into It. straightened himself
up, and walked briskly to n hotel;
for he did not care to be found in
his room that night. The clerk gave
him a room without entering his
name on the register, and he retired
at once to rend the paper which he
had obtained from Frank Hillsman.

Warde' intoxication that night was
of course all a trick. Though he had
ostensibly disposed of set era! drinks
of whisky, he had as a matter of
fact simply ejected the liquor into the
glass of water which accompanies
each drink. So when he 'reached his
room at the hotel he was as sober
as he had been when he met Hillsman,

CHAPTKIt JC1I.

Early the net morning when
Warde went to his room the landlady
informed him that Franklin and n
companion had been there at three
o'clock in the morning seeking him.
He quieted her evident fears for his
bafety and then admired his bagacity

in taking a room at the hotel that
uight.

.Now- - he began to find the possession
of that paper a night ma re, He knew
that tremendous pressure nnd re-
source, which he could not antici-
pate, would be brought to bear to
wrest it from him, and thus preveut
its being used to save the Wright

for the perusal of the paper
uhich llillsman had handed him satis-
fied him that he held a safeguard
against flic plot that had been laid to
bleal a fortune. He began to have
an inkling of the nature of the com-
bination which had been formed, and
he was much concerned lest the paper
which tvai. worth so much to the
Wrights should be in some way filched
from him. He fell that he was mak-
ing tliis tight for Miriam, anil he was
doubly concerned oter the result. He
knew that Ihe paper meant home nnd
fori line to her; it meant also perhaps
the happiness that had been so long
denied her; and "it would secure thn
triumph of justice over delibnratv
tlllainy.

Of course plans would be at once
laid to reenter the paper, and Irving
divined the necessity of putting it im-

mediately out of reach of the

It was eight o'clock, nnd Mr. tt

was just sitting down to his
breakfast.

Irting reached (he hoiie Just at
tills lime, and tthen he tuts anili Hired

J

the lawyer finished his menl in hur-
ry and til once led the way to the
library. Here the story was soon told
and thn paper handed over to Hie
lawyer, who locked It up In his safe.

"Now," said he, "I must leate for
the courthouse, as I have it case at
nine o'clock. Can J'm come here to-

night'1"
"Yes."
"Well, come nboitt eight o'clock.

And during the day avoid Hillsman if
you can, and if you run across Frank-
lin blitIT him out. 1 don't want to
bee you about my ofllce. cither."

"Suppose they should ask me for
thnt paper?"

"Why, remember that yon were on
n spree last night, nnd your recollec-
tion of anything Imppened is
very Indistinct. You will not be much
annoyed by Hlllsmnn to-da- for it
will take him some time to sleep off
last night's eprrienre. He on your
guard against Franklin, and do not
give him any sntisfnistlon."

As n matter of precaution, the two
men sepnrnted at the gate to prevent
if possible anyone from knowing thnt
they hnd met. Irting took n round-nboii- t,

way, nnd ns he passed a cor-

ner not far from Mr. Etcrctt's resi-

dence he obsericd a ntnn lennlng idly
ngainst a lamp post. The man's ap-

pearance was strangely familiar, even
though he wore a patch over his eye,
Irving could not stop to dissect his
make-up- , and it was not until he hnd
gof three or four blocks away that
his memory responded, bringing back
that dreadful experience on the river,
nnd he recalled the powerful physique
and cat-lik- e tread of Old Tom. As
soon or. he made that discovery he
retraced his steps, but his antagonist
of the river had gone.

At the. ollirn he found note from
Franklin requesting him to cnll upon
him ns soon as he received It. To
this Irving at first concluded thnt ho
would pay no attention, but he
thought better of It and went directly
to Franklin. He found that gentle-
man engaged with Meritale at the
time, but he was cordially invited in.

"What I wanted to see you about,"
said Frnnklin, "was a paper which
that fool Hillsman stole from this
ofllce. hast night when I met you "

"Met me?" said Irting, in blank
nniuzenient.

"Well, perhaps you don't remembcT
it." snid the colonel, smiling, "for I
must confess you were, very happy
lost night when I saw you. Hut, at
any rate, I demanded the paper of
Hillsman. He denied having it ut first,
but 1 think I scared him pretty badly
nnd after you had gone he. said he
had given it to you. Hair, you got
the paper?"

"I have noi. What was the nature
of it?"

"It is of no Importance, the nature
of it. You have not seen the paper?"

"Possibly I hate seen it, but as you
have not told me what it is "

"1 thought at the time that fellow
was lying, and that he thought of you
as u shield for himself."

"Is this all you wanted to see me
about?" said Irting, with apparent
disappointment.

"Oh, by the way, you did not spend
the night at your rooms?"

"Xo," said Irving, indifferently.
"How was tliut?"
"fiee here, colonel, doesn't it occur

to you that you are taking a vast deal
of interest in my affairs?"

"Well, you see, I like you, Warde."
"Thanks."
"And you might find it to your in-

terest to know something about the
p.iper."

"It is valuable, then?"
"Are you sure you don't know any-

thing about I he paper?"
"Mother the paper! Why. if I had

it in my pocket now, do you suppose
that I would glte it to you without
hating a description of it?"

"I'm sorry that you can't, help me.
about it, as it is of great importance
to some friends of mine."

"Ily the way," said Irving, "is there
nny news in the Wright case?"

The colonel looked at him penetrat-
ingly for a moment and then replied:
"Why do you ask? I am out of the
case,"

"I thought you took a deep interest
in it on account of the family."

"I think 1 ought to ask you the
news about it."

"It's a trifle stale, now, but I sup-
pose the people nill wake up when
the trial begins. Hate you any idea
whnt the line of defense will be?"

"None whatever. In fact other
bubinuss of a tery important charac-

ter has occupied all my nttention of
late."

During this conversation Mrrivalei
yawned repeatedly and looked im-

mensely bored, as if he wished Warde
would go and gite him an opportunity
to resume business with Franklin. He.
toyed with a newspaper for a while
impatiently, and somehow Irting

the impression that this im-

patience was largely assumed fur the
occasion.

At Inst Warde left the two uen
alone. They looked at each other in
silence. Then Merivale spoke with n
Mieering laugh: "Thnt young man
has outwitted you completely. Frank-
lin, He has your paper put away
safej probably it is in ICierett's pos-
session. And there is another thing
that is perfectly apparent - that
young fellow ttas as sober last night
ns you are this iniiiiite. It is now
ten o'clock. We know that he was in
his room at eight, and at' llverett's
shortly after, nnd there is not tint
ralntesf sign of dissipation about him.
I'm surprised that you hate allowed
yourself to be so easily deceived.
Well, I hate advanced considerable
money to you to carry out this enter-
prise, and hate asked no questions
tegarding the way it was expended;
but I tell you now I must hate some
,vosiiltn."

"Hut, we are on the very brink of
success, and If you throw It up now
you will lose eterything. Nothing
but a series of unfortunate events
ennld hnie prevented Ihe accomplish-
ments of our designs, If you desert
me now I am simply ruined."

"Well, I'll slick to you a few months
longer, not because 1 care anything
about you, I have no time for syiti- -

pathy witli iuilitiduals; besides It
Isn't business, 1 only care for the
success of movements, If your
scheme could be carried through It
would sate mi scleral millions; that
would be a clear pick-up- . If you
fnil 1 shall fry a scheme of my own.
One thing Is sure: Warde must bo

got nwny from here, I'll try and get
hiin an opening in New York."

I'l'lo that afternoon Wardc rnn
across Hlllsiiinn, who had Just got
up. The debauch of Ihe night beforo
hnd told plainly upon him. his flushed
face and bhmdshol eyes bearing con-
clusive eildence ngalnst him. He did
not allude at nil to the meeting of
the preilous evening, and it was evi-

dent thnt dissipation hnd drawn a
tell oter nil thnt hnd happened nnd
loft in his mind merely a blank.
Warde was considerably relieved on
this score, for at presrnt he did not
care to complicate mailers by having
to consider Frank ns nn clement in
them.

At eight o'clock Wnrde nnd Mr. Ev-

erett were ngain closeted together,
nnd the paper that had caused such a
tast :i ui ii ii t of I rouble was taken
from the snfe and carefully read. It
was dated 20 years before the time
of this sinrv. The handwriting ttas
bold and plain. The following were
the rontents in full:
AP.nnCMHNT HKTWUnX JOHN T.

WltinilT N'H JAMKS FFlA.N'KU.N.
John T. Wrlsht has this day made the

"ollotvlm; transfers of property with the
subjfihurt uiiilersiandini; tilth Jnmes
Franklin' The WrlKht homestead. riO
acres, all Improvements. The MiiR-noll-n

plantation, acres, In pnrlsh,
I.oullann. The Conhoma plantation,

ncms. In Mississippi. The Queen City
plantation, ll.fiVi acres. In Arkansas. A
lot on Maine and Honlevard In the elty
of .Vitus, SO by 1.7) feet. A lot on Linden
street, nrar the Hayou, 1C1 by 100 feet.
A lot on Front row. near Madison, 40 by
IV) feet, with Improvement" All to the
Shelby Ileal Estate and Investment com-
pany A tract of land In Youn county,
Texns, S.1"i7 lines, to the Phtlby County
Henl Kstnte and IneFtrnnt nunpiny.
A tract nf land In county. Colorado,
.'i.flon arres To Hie Diamond Mining com-
pany of Denver. Col.

These tram-f- r -- s are made to protect
the said John T. WrlKht from sundry
"lilts at law. which threaten to Krotv
out of the difficulty that terminated In
ill" d"ath of Jeremiah Haxter nt the
hands of the said WrlKht ItcKre-ttlni- ns
lie doe the necessity of taking human
life, the said Wrlpht Is not willing that
hl estate shall be sacrificed and the
welfare of his family Jeoparded; and
these transfers are mRrie with the dis-
tinct iiiidirstniiillnK that whenever the
said WrlKht desires to revest these vari-
ous properties In his own name the said
James Franklin will take steps to at
once turn over all the papers with which
he Is Intrusted, and that he ttlll nt once
secure said Wright In the possession of
his property The consideration ullcRed
In these various deeds was never paid
over. James Franklin binds himself as a
man of honor and n friend of John T.
Wright to faithfully fill 11 II the terms of
thl agreement whenever the said Wright
so desires. JOHN' T. WIUOIIT.

JAMKS FRANKLIN.

"Thnt is certninly one of the most
remarkable documents that it has
ever been my fortune to consider."
said the lawyer, his keen eyes snap-
ping witli relish for a novelty in le-

gal literature. "Have you any idea
what the, paper is worth?"

"I should say two or three hundred
thousand dollars." said Irving.

"It is nearer ten or twelve mil-
lions," declared the lawyer.

Irving's eyes betrayed a dazed sur-
prise as he gaspingly repeated the
words after Mr. E erett. The latter
smiled and said: "I haven't the
slightest doubt that Frederick Mori-val- e

would give at least $1,000,000 for
the rights secured in the Wright es-

tate by this paper."
"Hut how can it be?" asked Jrving

in n whisper.
"Ik-for- xplnin this part, let tne

tell you this; that the Shelby County
Heal Estate A Investment company
and the Diamond Mining company of
f olorado are tirtuaily and practically
.lames Franklin. These facta were
discovered by Fen! on, who nt my
suggestion has examined tile records
in the register's olliee, and learned
the i xact state of I he case. It was
easy sailing about the real estate
company, but ihe facts concerning
the mining company were harder to
get at. It became necessary to have
a thorough investigation, and with
this end in liew Fenton went to Colo-
rado and there he boon learned that
I e locul incorporators in the Dia-

mond Mining company were dutn-- I

lies, and that .lames Franklin owned
a large proportion of the stock.
These two companies were evidently
created by Wright and Franklin for
the jiurpose of more thoroughly con-
cealing the real nature of the trans-
fers made. Fenton paid a visit to
the Colorado tract of land, and it
proted to be in the heart of a rich
mining section. Originally Wright
had bought it for a song and had
looked upon it as a very indifferent
speculation: but in '.'11 years great
changes have been wrought, mines of
vast richness have been worked, and
now il turns out that ihe eyes of all
the gold diggers' in Colorado are
turned greedily toward tills tract of
laud situated among the hills. To
the northeast uf the tract a very
successful mine lias been conducted
for a number of years. Recently the
vein of ore became richer and richer
until finally it ran dead against a tre-

mendous wall of solid sandstone,
which some upheaval of nature had
thrust into the precious tcin. For
days and days the miners sought lo
discomr the broken thread, but in
tain, until an old follow who owned
a "dog" came along, 'file "dog" is
some kind of mystic apparatus which
will indicate the whereabouts of gold,
just as the witch-haze- l is said to point
out a subterranean stream of water.
Well, this old fellow climbed over the
great it a II of sandstone into a rocky
reach of land; and as he was going
about tvilli his "dog" he soon

tiolent symptoms, ns it wore,
of gold. The teiii was continued with
apparently double richness on the
other hide of the intervening sand-

stone. Fenton ttus fortunate enough
to meet an old fellow out there who
hnd gone west from this section of
the country and who had bought that
tract of land for Wright; and as soon
as he learned of its pof-ibilitio- s he
wrote to Wright telling him that he
tirobablv hnil a lnrfe fortune 111 it, if
he had continued to hold it. Wright
wrote back that the land was still

' his, and that the taxes had boon paid
upon it regularly. This letter lias
been secured, Of course the news of
the discovery of this valuable vein on
Wright's land created Intense excite-
ment, and Frederick Merivale, tho
largest stockholder in the adjacent
mine, at once placed himself in cor-

respondence with .Innies Franklin,
.lust what has taken place between
them is merely a mutter of surmise,
but flu- - doubt less the cause of
Moritale's ilsil t, Nllux "

"No wonder lliet ttere willing and

ready to spend money, anil to employ
nil sorts of means to thwart the In-

vestigation of the truth. It Is now
only too plain that the murder of
John T. Wright was simply a part of
a great conspiracy to get possession
of the minet."

"Not a doubt of It; nnd there Is no
renson to suppose thnt the conspira-
tors will quietly allow this paper to
remain out of tlielr possession. They
will do some dnrk scheming to got,
hold of It. I think, therefore, that
we hnd bettor tnko n copy of It."

The lawyer got from his desk n

piece, of pnpor. old nnd somewhat
soiled, which cnuq'l very easily be
taken for the paper on which the
original agreement hnd been written,
nnd then he Instructed Wnrde to
make n copy just ns much like it ns
deft penmanship could contrite. Irv-

ing was expert enough to make one
that could hardly have been told from
its prototype. This wns bold before
the fire o n to dry the ink nnd
draw out its blackness. It wns then
folded and backed with tho words,
"John T. Wright's Copy of tho Agree-
ment." Just as fhe original hud been,

Hardly bad this task boon accom-

plished when Hie door bell rang ffnd
soon afterward the servant an-

nounced that Col, Franklin desired
nn audience with Mr. Everett. Tint
lawyer uiw that it would nronse
Franklin's suspicions if he declined
nn interview, nnd he wns not averse
to a contest, of wits with that astute
individual. At first he was puzzled
to know what to do with Irving. It.

would not do for hliu to go out in
the hnll nnd risk being seen by the
colonel.

The left side of Mr. Everett's li-

brary was covered with book shelves,
but one of the cases was a revolting
door and bookcase combined. A

slight push turned It sideways nnd
permitted entrance to the next apart-
ment, which was a sort of lounging
room for the lawyer. There were a
great many easy chairs therein, a

lounge, and all the facilities for the
dreamy recreation of reading. When
the lawyer wanted to work lie occu-

pied the library: when lie wnnted to
read be sought the luxurious chair in
the lounging room.

It was Hie work of a moment t.i
throw back this door, which uad been
contrived purely as a idnvenience.
nnd not for the purposes of wi ird
romance, and thrust Irving Into the
next room.

A moiient afterward Col. Franklin
and Mr. Et erett confronted rnch
other like two intellectual glndiators
in the library. The latter was cool,
keen and collected. He had his wits
well in band and his emotions firmly
in check.

There was n flitter in Franklin's
dark eyes, and a suppressed excite-
ment in his manner which p'ared him
nt a disailiantago. though he was not
aware of it.

Franklin had an intense personal-
ity. He was full of tlie magnetism
that repels. Even men of the stead-
iest nerves and most phlegmatic tem-
perament were surprised to find
thoinseltes trembling in his presence,
not from fear, but simply from the
disturbing atmosphere that seemed
lo surround the man. The personal-
ity of some men is pacifying and
bootliing, while that of others is irri- -

liting nnd disoordnnt. Franklin's
lomiiiating nature came in the lat-
ter category. Eterett was aware of
his quality in his antngoni-- t and he

at once foiced himself to become fa-

miliar itilli it, in much the same way
that the bather inures himself to the
cold water by placing lirst an arm,
then a leg and gradually the whole
body into it. The chill, once ac-

customed to, is virtually worn off.
In a few minutes Eterett. hud thor-
oughly rentrnlized the mesmeric
quality radiating from Franklin, and
the ditrt men wore now on men terms.
I'ut Everett was hardly prepared for
the reckless audacity of tho man,
who, without any concealment, went
straight to the object of his busi-
ness.

"I pre'.niiie," said Franklin in his
most ut er.ut ing manner, "that you
are perfectly aware of the object, of
my visit V"

Mr. Eterett came tery near being
thrown off his guard, but he recov-
ered in a second and replied indiffer-
ently: "Not being a mind reader,
colonel, I should not undertake to
say what the object of your visiV
was. Me kind enough to explain your-
self."

"I came after that pnpor."
Mr. Eterett did not display tho

slightest omolion of surprise, em-

barrassment or Indignation, but there,
was a cold defiance in his blue eye
and a metallic hardness in Ids toico.
as lie replied: "Col. IVanklin. you
will have to adopt some other method
if you wisli to transact any business
with me, I hate noier allowed any
man to take that tone with me and
I shall make no exception in your
case,"

1'ranklin laughed a nervous, dis-

agreeable laugh and then said: "I
meant no offense, sir, and you should
hate taken none. Hut it is perfectly
apparent to mo that you iutte a pa-

per which belongs to nie,"
"You are mistaken, I have nothing

that belongs to you,"
"As you please. If I am informed

correctly, a paper which ttas taken
from my possession was this morn-
ing brought to this house and turned
over to von, or least inspected by
you."

"And bv what moans did Col.
Franklin l'earn all this?"

"From trustworthy sources, de-po-

upon it."
"1 haien't the slightest objection to

your surmising such n state of facts,
Suppose we assume that sueh a pa-

per was brought to me this morning,
and I should insist on Col. Franklin's
proving his ownership of the paper?"

"1 rould tell at once, by an exam-
ination, whether it was' mine or not."

"Hut I couldn't."
"Well, 1 would be willing to pay

very handsomely for the restoration
of the document."

"There is one very easy way to get
this paper, if you nre satisfied that it
is In my possession, and that is to in-

stitute proceedings against me in the
courts nnd thus recover it."

"There is a bettor wny thnn thnt,
and a quicker one," said Franklin,
coolly, taking from his pocket a re.
voltor and ootorhikr Mr I. it left's

heart. "I made up my uiliiil when f

nnmn here that I would hate that pa-
per, and I propose to get it. I am
a desperate man. I hnvo stnked n
grent, donl on this little document,
and I enn mnke a fortune out of it.
Nothing shall defeat mo, you under-stnn-

nothing. Tills little revolver
enn outwit your cleter brains every
time. Now you will bo kind enough,
Mr, Eterett. lo hand me thnt agree-
ment, between Wright nnd myself."

Lawyer Everett was naturally a
mini of nerve, but he renlled thnt It
was useless to argue ngninst denth;
nnd his coolness under the circum-
stances wns ndmlrable.

"I ntn u lawyer, Col, Franklin." he
said in nn abstracted wny, looking
into tho fire unooncernedly, "nnd ntn
accustomed to git ing adtlco, I,ot mn
glie you some. 1 hate no desire to
take any unfair ndvnntage of you.
I propose to fill nil my legal engage-
ments, nnd In such as conflict with
your interests I expect to give yon
the best fight I can; but I hereby
warn you that you are making n
great mistake in trying to obtain
this paper In this manner."

"Nof at all. You may tell any
story yon please about it. I will de-

nounce It as a myth. You have no
witnesses, and besides I think it's
just as well that you should sell this
paper to tne and give me a receipt."

"You have guarded yourself
said Mr. Eterett, smiling.

"Allow tne to compliment your dex-
terity und the thoroughness of your
filnns, but nil the .mine I "diall defeat
you utterly. You will find that this
pnpor contains more dnnger to you
than you ever dreamed of. lint how
much do you propose to pay for it?"

"Ten thousand dollars."
"Very well." said Mr. Eterett, sit-

ting down to his writing desk in a
business-lik- e manner; "there's your
receipt."

"Hero's your money," snid Frnnk-
lin, taking out a roll and throwing
it on the table. "Count it."

"It's all right. Ten $1,000 notes."
' Vow the paper, plf.tse."
Tne lawyer went lo his safe, took

'rum the top of a bunnle in one of
the p'gooii-h'ile- s a paocr and, hand-
ing it to Franklin, ssked il tint wns
what he wanted.

Franklin looked M it rsiially, was
saiiisiiod with the inspection, thrust
it 'nto Ms pockft nod prepared to
take .is depart ti,v,

"Itememl or. Colonel," said Mr. Ev-

erett, politely, "that 1 warned you
against all this."

stood rotleeiiviy for a
moment. Everett's nianier was un-

intelligible to hirn. Then an idea
occurred to him.

"Perhaps you made n copy of this."
Everett made n slight uiotonient of

as he said: "If
I had only thought of that."

"I think I will look at tho papers
in your safe."

"Well, if you .nsist, but I trite you
my word of honor th.. no copy has
boon made of tho i i or now in your
possession."

Hut ho took out a huge bundle of
papers and rapidly went through
them under Franklin's elose inspec-
tion. Tne drawers in the safe, were
taken out and their contents exam-
ined. t last Franklin was satisfied.
Mr. Everett courteously escorted him
to the front door nnd him
good night. I'hen ho tve'it back to
the library, snftlv chuckling to him-s- i

If.
Iriing was brought in n moment

nfter. and he was surprised to rind
Mr. Everett in sueh a radiant humor.

"Irving." said he, "I bate just sold
n piece of property belonging to you
and me for .MO.OOO "

"What do you mean?"
"I have disposed of the copy of th

agreement which you made
"How did you do it?"
"Col. Frnnklin insisted on it nt the

point of his pistol."
"Why didn't you rail me?"
"I didn't want you. One of us

would have been hurt, and besides,
I was glad to get rid of the ropy.
Franklin is now satisfied thnt there
is no accusing paper out against him,
nnd the original, which I tossed be-

hind the books in the ensr yonder,
is snfe. We will hnvo a mention now
from thieveries and assaults, nnd all
sorts of diabolical schemes. I feel
immensely relioted. Itesides, here is
$10,000 made oy us in a single eton-ing.- "

"You ran use some of that in con-
ducting the eases you now have on
hnnd. 1 like the idea of righting
these people with their own money."

"Now. Irving. I am ready to try
Herbert Wright's case."

Tho next tiny the original agree-
ment was deposited in a sealed envel-
ope in the vault of the bank where
Mr, Everett kept his account.

CHAPTElt XIII.
Now ensued n few days of relief

and serenity for Irting Warde. His
footsteps were no longer dogged by
reckless ruffians. Old Tom and his
companion, as well as the man in the
red flannel shirt, had disappeared,
and ills dreams were not disturbed
by visions of deeply dyed tillains and
resurrected pirates of the Spanish
Mnjn, Fenton had been industrious-
ly, but quietly, at work, and his re-

ports had been of a highly satisfac-
tory description.

Irving had not forgotten Herbert
Wright's wife nnd her destitute con-

dition. He and Miriam hnd visited
her together, and a part of the
money obtained from Franklin had
boon placed in bank to her credit.
For the first time during the year
everything hnd been comfortable in
her home; nnd it was wonderful to
see how pretty she becnine under
the brighter skies thnt spanned her
life; for Irting had assured her posi-
tively that her husband would bo ac-

quitted; anil Herbert had been very
cheerful about it, too,

"Hut how do you know hr will bo
acquitted'.'" persisted the liJtlo wo-

man.
"Thnt I cannot toll you now," said

Irving, "but 1 know that your bus-bun- d

had no more to do with the kill-
ing of Mr, Wriuht than 1 did, nnd the
jury will so declare. And 1 have moro
good news for you. Your days of
trouble nre over, in a yenr from
now your husband will lie one of
the wealthiest men in tho stnte."

So Warde felt relit veil on this score
also, lie know that Mrs, Wtight was

amply provided for nnd contented,
and hu devoted himself with a fren
conscience to Miriam, who every dnv
became dearer to him. They wore,
together a great de-i- . f,,r ),,
kindled his spirit Hume in Irting's
heart, and to make Miriam happy

the guiding motue of hi life
A week after the events narrateii m

the preceding chapter Iriing went
out lo the Wright homcM nd ami
found Miriam in tears

"What is the mutter?" (,,. nse(f
as ho gently took her haid.

"Wo must gite up llij place, nnd
It is tery hard. It is true we hate
not been happy here, but we wcie
attached to the place, for it was not
to blame."

"How has this come about v"
"Col. Frnnklin has just untitled ns

that this properly had been deeded
to a real esliite company, and ,hat
an a rcprcacutatltc of the comany

he desires possession tin the i t r,f
February."

"So Col. Franklin imagines H ,t t ..

is still nllvo, does ho? Well, llr n
go and linng hlni'eif.-- '

"Yes, he could, hut In- - v. I,
And thnt would not help us ., ,,v

"Mis Miriam, don't yon ,v y
about the colonel's nntifieat; n I

Trying: "he will never g"t p.,- - . ,n
of tliis place, I promise ym i,

"It is very kind of yon t(, in to
console ns, but I am afraid titer' r,m
be no help for il."

"Hut there is help fni it I , n tj

expect to toll you this vet nnd i

must promise to let no one I. ,i J

it but your mother, a id - m t r,

pledge her also to seer ev "
"Well, (lien, we both mm at " s 1

Miriam.
"It is a bit of romance in i'

illustrating, however, the triun t
the gooil and the just over tlv 1

and the unjust."
"Please do go on with your -

My appetite is sufficiently when-
Then Warde told her about the I

agreement and it-- , recovery. He
her the entire story, inoludnic Mf,
Eterott's adventure with Iran- -

Miriam wns alternately sl oei-e- n

thrilled: and when lie had 'iik-sh-

said: '"I'hen fol. Franklin ''
"A pirate of purest ray union

Irving. "For the tir-- e v .

have quieted him by letting n,

pose that ho has corm red 1 ' e
possession of the agreemmit i kiv wn
to you, Mr. Everett nnd mtse'f in 1

when your mother i ti.bi. it w It r,

confined to us four"
"How can we ever linw fir gri-itud- e

to you for what v ni I.rt

done?"
"It was n mere accident that he ped

mo to get that agreement, so v I

must thank fnte this lime "
"Hut, you hate been devoted to nur

interests nil the time. Vm ham
never let nn opportunity slij to In
a favor for some member of nur fam-
ily, and you hate worked as indus-
triously for ns as some ni"ti work
for themselves. I do not care to li

wealthy, but my mother has had a
great deal of euro and unhappines ,

nnd it has been my rarnest hope thnt
she would be able to spend the ro- -

mainder of her life here tmtirelt in
dependent. And now I feel that
through you this hope tviil be real-
ized."

"If I have done anything to bring
about the ohjeet of your , I am
perfectly satisfied."

"I think that you must be the good
angel of the family "

Then she flew away to te'l Ver
mother the news that Wn-l- e had
brought, lent ing him in a tr.moe half
way between doubt and happiness

Irting was not a worshipper rf
mammon, nnd he did not propose to
allow the substantial deitv to conm
hetween him nnd the desire of his
heart, which was to win the love of
Miriam Wright; he was nn' n fnrt'inn
hunter, nnd ho saw no reason why
he should stand nghat ht forn ft pi't
of gold If in other wnt-- he eoit'd
dare aspire to the love of a woman
like Miriam. Her enld would he tp
least thing to make her seem inacces-
sible to him.

Hut how would the rntiieal change
In her life anil the adulation incidt nf.
to her tvenlfh affect her'' Now sin
was all womanliness. There was &

sweet timidity about her. a half star-
tled air. n frankness withn'it nrtffcn
and a sentient beauty that rendered
any description of her colorless I

by contact with a runney get-

ting, place-htintin- c society, Miriam
ttas the lovely token of something
which Warde only dreamed.

Hut the test? How would she eomi
out of the furnace fed by the asso-elate- d

passions of humanry'1 Would
she remain steadfast t heise'f, or
would she alter .vith al'e ti' r
There would bn uncouth lip 1

her that she was benutif'il T' r&

dinnce thnt wealth can scatter r i n 1

about one would elino to her 1 he
sensuous arts would env'r m her ind
assail the simplicity tvhu h was uow
her charm. Fashion would spread for
her its subtlest wile, ami mammon
vould write sounets to hei deep gray
eyes.

These thoughts dew through his
mind while Miriam was gone, but
when she returned she almost tempt-
ed him to lay aside his judgment with
ids doubts, she was so frankly happy
in his presence. It eot hiin a grent
exertion of will not to put his for-

tune to the test tljen and there, but
he conquered the inclination and went
away ttith his secret unspoken.
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